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The South’s Best Toy Stores

Crowded superstores can suck the holiday spirit right out of you, but these
charming, family-owned spots make even us grown-ups feel like kids again

ROOTIN" RIDGE
TOYMAKERS

AUSTIM, TX

Georgean and Paul Kyle have
been carving wooden toys in
their tiny shop since 1975,
“WWe're on the second genera-
tion of customers, and now the
children wheo grew up with us
are bringing in their kids,” says
Georgean. Even though the
toys are handcrafted, most
prices fall around $20. “We
want to make tays kids can play
with, not something that sits on
a mantel” Georgean says.

HoT Toy: Rootin’ Ridge's hand-
made holiday puzzles (325).
With new puzzies created each
year, many locals collect them,
1206 WWest 38ch Streer,

Sulee 0% reatinridge.com

or 512/453-2604

THE OWL'S NEST
TOY SHOP
SOUTHLAKE, TX

T years ago, this guaint toy
store about 25 miles narth of
Fort Werth almost fefl victim to
the economic downturn, but its

neighbors couldn't bear to sea it
¢ [15.99 and up).

‘220 Frospect Street; owlsnest
* toys.com or BI7/251-0155

close. So they fought to save the
zhop, which gives kids a 32
token for the store when they
get good report cards, One
icval shopper even put up her
own money 1o keep the doors
open. "She becarme our angel,”
says owner Sandy Challinor,

brand toys on the shelves, The

Paul and

Georgean Kyle create

hand-carved toys at Rootin'ls -

Ridge Toymakers in Austin.

¢ Onwil's Nest offers lesser-known
i labels and a variety of unique

i toys from around the world.

i HOT Tov: Angry Bird Plush

: Toys, which are based on the

popular smariphone game

| O.P. TAYLOR'S
| BREVARD, MC

{ Anything goes at this 6,000-
| square-foot shop. “It's like
Although you'll find a few name-

Hey, Sanla, Look
What We Found!

Some guaranteed big hits.
Call and order a few
“Hot Toys” for the children

on your list. (Ve did.}

WOMNDER WORKS'
AlR SWIMMER 4399
B43/573-9300

i logking arcund Grandma's
! attic,” says [ohn Taylor, who
| opened the shop as a general
- store with a kids’ play area
i 1990, Mow he also has
i locations im Asheville, North

Caralina, and Greerwille,

: South Carolina.

! HOT To: Manablack, bullding
| blocks even smaller than

i LEGOs (5799 and up). From a
¢ kit, build a giraffe or the Eiffel

Tower: & South Broad Street;

optaylors.com or 828/883-2309 ¢

817/ 251-0155

THE OWL'S MEST'S ANGRY
BIRD PLUSH ToY $15.59 and up:

WONDER WORKS
CHARLESTOM, 5C

This 5 a big store with an even
bigger heart. In the shop's
“Lowcountry” section you'(l
find artwork and toys made by
local children, craftspeople,
and adults with special needs.
“If pou're not smiling when you
come in, you'll be smiling when
you leave,” says owner
Christine Osborne.

HOT Tay: Air Swimmers—
remote-contralled,
helium-filled nylon balloons
shaped like great white sharks

¢ and clown fish ($34%.99).
: 975 Savannah Highway:

wonderwarkscharleston.com
or 843/573-5300

. BEAN HEAD TOYS
¢ BANDY SPRINGS, GA

A tree house plses from the

i center of this store that’s
¢ divided into sections with toys
. separated by ages. It's also a

neighborhood gathering spot
where parents stop for water
ardd granola bars from owner

¢ Chris Lowe during Black Friday
! shopping sessions.

HoT ToY: BRACEDLETS,

" bracelers made from
i colorful orthodontic

braces bands ($4.59),

: 10 |ohnson Ferry Road ME;
. beanheadtoysonline.com or
| 404/851-2980 =

ROOTIN' RIDGE"S HOLIDAY
PUZZLE 525 512 /4503-2604

-
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From our Southern Living
Test Kitchen to yours. ..

BLUE-
RIBROM
DESSERTS

SOUTHERMN
CLASSICS

STEP-
BY-3TEPS

AND MUCH,
MUCH MORE!

(Oxmoor House,

AVAILABLE MOV
WHEREVER BOOKS ARE 504D
2017 DXMOGR HOUSE

Lravel sHorrING

BEAN HEAD TOYS
IAMDY SPRINGS, GA

Chris Lows describes her stare,
about 15 mies north of Atlenta, as
& "wisual drargaibord " But ity
sttually quite organized ard 4 lot
o fu—an indoor tree houss rioes
frem the canger of chis snore that's
divided into & dozen sectiars with
toys separated by ape groups. It's
aiso a nesghborhood gathering
spor where locals come together
for free weekly story time and
parents stop in for “survival packs”
of whater pnd grancla bars thae
Chets offers during fnerathan Bleck
Friday shappng sessiond,

uoT Tov: BRACEDLETS,
bracelets made from oolorful
erthodontc braces bands (34.99).
220 |chnzon Ferry Road ME;
beanheadboyzonline.com

or +04/851-2380

MAGIC BOX TOYS
HEW OELEANE, LA

H o break w, you don't have o
ey it ar ehis 000 square-Toe
weasure chest of toys, “¥vo don't
hanve any ‘Do not towch’ sigrs. We
want kids-and parents to be able
b bl the Toys,” LAyE oo/ futr Bty
Oirdemarm. This store could be
fazared anly in tew Orisani—
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Georgean and Paul

Kyla’s hand-carwed i
il Rooten' R
Toymakers in by

shoppers 2nd employeess danon
and play 12 the beat of Louisiana
Frudic, Ared, Becarse Batiy knovws
that finding & parking space on busy
Magazina Strent with all the shops
ard restaurants can be taugh, the
cffers a curbaide delfvery servios.
woT Tov: LockerLooks
acoessores that were devsloped
By twnd Tias emoeres. They re all
the rage for decorating school
lockers ($79% and up).

550BE Magazine Streer;
magkhoxnewoardeons com

or S0afgee.0IT

THE GREEM ALLIGATOHR
[&CKSONVYILLE. FL

A former schooleachen Sandi
White guic her day job in 200H

to open this eco-friesdly,

e uEato R e 1oy S100e

In Jacksordlle’s Avondale
relghborhood. The star of the
shop is the “Lee Moddston
rersery.” whiere sdopred dells get
witighed and measurad znd Hrrde
mommies learn how 1o hold their
P, pFedicus bables.

woT Tov: Dieco art supplies that
inclede evgrything from sand art o
patirtt-try-niomber kits (358 and wp)
3581 52 |abng Aveniee;

megrmnugu!nr.mm
or 904369300



